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Introduction
Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge

Inside you’ll find four authentic examination papers from Cambridge University Press &
Assessment. They are the perfect way to practise - EXACTLY like the real exam.

Why are they unique?
All our authentic practice tests go through the same design process as the IELTS test. We
check every single part of our practice tests with real students under exam conditions, to
make sure we give you the most authentic experience possible.

Students can practise these tests on their own or with the help of a teacher to familiarise
themselves with the exam format, understand the scoring system and practise exam technique.

Further information
IELTS is jointly managed by the British Council, IDP: IELTS Australia and Cambridge
University Press & Assessment. Further information can be found on the IELTS official
website at ielts.org.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

IELTS consists of four components. All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking
tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according to whether a candidate is
taking the Academic or General Training module.

Academic
For candidates wishing to study at
undergraduate or postgraduate levels,
and for those seeking professional
registration.

General Training
For candidates wishing to migrate to an
English-speaking country (Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, UK), and for those wishing to
train or study below degree level.
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Introduction

Listening
4 parts, 40 items, approximately 30 minutes

Academic Reading
3 sections, 40 items

60 minutes

General Training Reading
or 3 sections, 40 items

60 minutes

Academic Writing
2 tasks

60 minutes

General Training Writing
or 2 tasks

60 minutes

Speaking
11 to 14 minutes

Total Test Time
2 hours 44 minutes

The test components are taken in the following order:

GENERAL TRAINING TEST FORMAT

Listening
This test consists of four parts, each with ten questions. The first two parts are concerned
with social needs. The first part is a conversation between two speakers and the second part
is a monologue. The final two parts are concerned with situations related to educational or
training contexts. The third part is a conversation between up to four people and the fourth
part is a monologue.

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, matching, plan/map/
diagram labelling, form completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
summary completion, sentence completion and short-answer questions.

Candidates hear the recording once only and answer the questions as they listen. Ten
minutes are allowed at the end for candidates to transfer their answers to the answer sheet.

Reading
This test consists of three sections with 40 questions. The texts are taken from notices,
advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, instruction manuals, books and magazines. The
first section contains texts relevant to basic linguistic survival in English, with tasks mainly
concerned with providing factual information. The second section focuses on the work
context and involves texts of more complex language. The third section involves reading
more extended texts, with a more complex structure, but with the emphasis on descriptive
and instructive rather than argumentative texts.

A variety of question types is used, including: multiple choice, identifying information
(True/False/Not Given), identifying the writer’s views/claims (Yes/No/Not Given), matching
information, matching headings, matching features, matching sentence endings, sentence
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completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
diagram-label completion and short-answer questions.

Writing
This test consists of two tasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20 minutes on
Task 1, which requires them to write at least 150 words, and 40 minutes on Task 2, which
requires them to write at least 250 words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the
Writing score.

In Task 1, candidates are asked to respond to a given situation with a letter requesting
information or explaining the situation. They are assessed on their ability to engage in
personal correspondence, elicit and provide general factual information, express needs,
wants, likes and dislikes, express opinions, complaints, etc.

In Task 2, candidates are presented with a point of view, argument or problem. They
are assessed on their ability to provide general factual information, outline a problem and
present a solution, present and justify an opinion, and to evaluate and challenge ideas,
evidence or arguments.

Candidates are also assessed on their ability to write in an appropriate style. More
information on assessing the Writing test, including Writing assessment criteria
(public version), is available at ielts.org.

Speaking
This test takes between 11 and 14 minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner.
There are three parts:

Part 1
The candidate and the examiner introduce themselves. Candidates then answer general
questions about themselves, their home/family, their job/studies, their interests and a wide
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between four and five minutes.

Part 2
The candidate is given a task card with prompts and is asked to talk on a particular topic.
The candidate has one minute to prepare and they can make some notes if they wish,
before speaking for between one and two minutes. The examiner then asks one or two
questions on the same topic.

Part 3
The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion of more abstract issues which are
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between four and five minutes.

The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicate effectively in English.
The assessment takes into account Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical
Range and Accuracy, and Pronunciation. More information on assessing the Speaking test,
including Speaking assessment criteria (public version), is available at ielts.org.

6 www.AlongEnglish.com



. .

Introduction

HOW IS IELTS SCORED?

IELTS results are reported on a nine-band scale. In addition to the score for overall language
ability, IELTS provides a score in the form of a profile for each of the four skills (Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking). These scores are also reported on a nine-band scale. All
scores are recorded on the Test Report Form along with details of the candidate’s nationality,
first language and date of birth. Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive
statement which gives a summary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at
that level. The nine bands and their descriptive statements are as follows:

9 Expert user - Has fully operational command of the language: appropriate, accurate
and fluent with complete understanding.

8 Very good user - Has fully operational command of the language with only occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandings may occur in
unfamiliar situations. Handles complex detailed argumentation well.

7 Good user - Has operational command of the language, though with occasional
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings in some situations. Generally
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

6 Competent user - Has generally effective command of the language despite some
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings. Can use and understand fairly
complex language, particularly in familiar situations.

5 Modest user - Has partial command of the language, coping with overall meaning
in most situations, though is likely to make many mistakes. Should be able to handle
basic communication in own field.

4 Limited user - Basic competence is limited to familiar situations. Has frequent
problems in understanding and expression. Is not able to use complex language.

3 Extremely limited user - Conveys and understands only general meaning in very
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittent user - Has great difficulty understanding spoken and written English.

1 Non-user - Essentially has no ability to use the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.

0 Did not attempt the test - Did not answer the questions.
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MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS

Listening and Reading
The answer keys are on pages 123-130.
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worth one mark.

Questions which require letter I Roman numeral answers
For questions where the answers are letters or Roman numerals, you should write only the
number of answers required. For example, if the answer is a single letter or numeral, you
should write only one answer. If you have written more letters or numerals than are required,
the answer must be marked wrong.

Questions which require answers in the form of words or numbers
• Answers may be written in upper or lower case.
• Words in brackets are optional - they are correct, but not necessary.
• Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).
• If you are asked to write an answer using a certain number of words and/or (a) number(s),

you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, if a question specifies an answer
using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and the correct answer is ‘black leather coat’,
the answer ‘coat of black leather’ is incorrect.

• In questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the
necessary missing word(s) onto the answer sheet. For example, to complete ‘in the ...',
where the correct answer is ‘morning', the answer 'in the morning' would be incorrect.

• All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets).
• Both US and UK spelling are acceptable and are included in the answer key.
• All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable.
• All standard abbreviations are acceptable.
• You will find additional notes about individual answers in the answer key.

Writing
The sample answers are on pages 131-140. It is not possible for you to give yourself a mark
for the Writing tasks. We have provided sample answers (written by candidates), showing
their score and the examiners' comments. These sample answers will give you an insight
into what is required for the Writing test.
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HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES?

At the end of each Listening and Reading answer key you will find a chart which will help
you assess whether, on the basis of your Practice Test results, you are ready to take the
IELTS test.

In interpreting your score, there are a number of points you should bear in mind. Your
performance in the real IELTS test will be reported in two ways: there will be a Band Score
from 1 to 9 for each of the components and an Overall Band Score from 1 to 9, which
is the average of your scores in the four components. However, institutions considering
your application are advised to look at both the Overall Band Score and the Band Score for
each component in order to determine whether you have the language skills needed for a
particular course of study or work environment. For example, if you are applying for a course
which involves a lot of reading and writing, but no lectures, listening skills might be less
important and a score of 5 in Listening might be acceptable if the Overall Band Score was 7.
However, for a course which has lots of lectures and spoken instructions, a score of 5 in
Listening might be unacceptable even though the Overall Band Score was 7.

Once you have marked your tests, you should have some idea of whether your listening
and reading skills are good enough for you to try the IELTS test. If you did well enough in
one component, but not in others, you will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready
to take the test.

The Practice Tests have been checked to ensure that they are the same level of difficulty
as the real IELTS test. However, we cannot guarantee that your score in the Practice Tests
will be reflected in the real IELTS test. The Practice Tests can only give you an idea of
your possible future performance and it is ultimately up to you to make decisions based on
your score.

Different institutions accept different IELTS scores for different types of courses. We have
based our recommendations on the average scores which the majority of institutions accept.
The institution to which you are applying may, of course, require a higher or lower score than
most other institutions.

9
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Test 1
LISTENING

PART 1 Questions 1-10

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ANDIOR A NUMBER for each answer.

Buckworth Conservation Group

Regular activities
Beach

• making sure the beach does not have 1 on it

• no 2

Nature reserve

• maintaining paths

• nesting boxes for birds installed
• next task is taking action to attract 3 to the place

• identifying types of 4
• building a new 5

Forthcoming events
Saturday

• meet at Dunsmore Beach car park

• walk across the sands and reach the 6

• take a picnic

• wear appropriate 7

Woodwork session

• suitable for 8 to participate in

• making 9 .... out of wood

• 17th, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

• cost of session (no camping): 10 £

10 ->|Q p.123| 11P-100 |
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Listening

PART 2 Questions 11-20

Questions 11-14

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C. Listening test audio

Boat trip round Tasmania
11 What is the maximum number of people who can stand on each side of the boat?

A 9
B 15
C 18

12 What colour are the tour boats?

A dark red
B jet black
C light green

13 Which lunchbox is suitable for someone who doesn’t eat meat or fish?

A Lunchbox 1
B Lunchbox 2
C Lunchbox 3

14 What should people do with their litter?

A take it home
B hand it to a member of staff
C put it in the bins provided on the boat

11
www.AlongEnglish.com



. .

Test 1

Questions 15 and 16

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Which TWO features of the lighthouse does Lou mention?

A why it was built
B who built it
C how long it took to build
D who staffed it
E what it was built with

Questions 17 and 18

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Which TWO types of creature might come close to the boat?

A sea eagles
B fur seals
C dolphins
D whales
E penguins

Questions 19 and 20

Choose TWO letters, A-E.

Which TWO points does Lou make about the caves?
A Only large tourist boats can visit them.
B The entrances to them are often blocked.
C It is too dangerous for individuals to go near them.
D Someone will explain what is inside them.
E They cannot be reached on foot.
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Listening

PART 3 Questions 21-30

Questions 21-26

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C. Listening test audio

Work experience for veterinary science students
21 What problem did both Diana and Tim have when arranging their work experience?

A making initial contact with suitable farms
B organising transport to and from the farm
C finding a placement for the required length of time

22 Tim was pleased to be able to help

A a lamb that had a broken leg.
B a sheep that was having difficulty giving birth.
C a newly born lamb that was having trouble feeding.

23 Diana says the sheep on her farm

A were of various different varieties.
B were mainly reared for their meat.
C had better quality wool than sheep on the hills.

24 What did the students learn about adding supplements to chicken feed?

A These should only be given if specially needed.
B It is worth paying extra for the most effective ones.
C The amount given at one time should be limited.

25 What happened when Diana was working with dairy cows?

A She identified some cows incorrectly.
B She accidentally threw some milk away.
C She made a mistake when storing milk.

26 What did both farmers mention about vets and farming?

A Vets are failing to cope with some aspects of animal health.
B There needs to be a fundamental change in the training of vets.
C Some jobs could be done by the farmer rather than by a vet.

13
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Questions 27-30

What opinion do the students give about each of the following modules on their
veterinary science course?

Choose FOUR answers from the box and write the correct letter, A-F, next to
questions 27-30.

Opinions

A Tim found this easier than expected.

B Tim thought this was not very clearly organised.

C Diana may do some further study on this.

D They both found the reading required for this was difficult.

E Tim was shocked at something he learned on this module.

F They were both surprised how little is known about some aspects of this.

Modules on Veterinary Science course

27 Medical terminology

28 Diet and nutrition

29 Animal disease

30 Wildlife medication

14 -»|Q p.123||8 p.102|
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Listening

PART 4 Questions 31-40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer. Listening test audio

Labyrinths
Definition

• a winding spiral path leading to a central area

Labyrinths compared with mazes

• Mazes are a type of 31
- 32 is needed to navigate through a maze
- the word ‘maze’ is derived from a word meaning a feeling of

33
• Labyrinths represent a journey through life

- they have frequently been used in 34 and prayer

Early examples of the labyrinth spiral

• Ancient carvings on 35 have been found across
many cultures

• The Pima, a Native American tribe, wove the symbol on baskets

• Ancient Greeks used the symbol on 36

Walking labyrinths

• The largest surviving example of a turf labyrinth once had a big
37 at its centre

Labyrinths nowadays

• Believed to have a beneficial impact on mental and physical health,
e.g., walking a maze can reduce a person’s 38 rate

• Used in medical and health and fitness settings and also prisons

• Popular with patients, visitors and staff in hospitals
- patients who can’t walk can use ‘finger labyrinths’ made from

39 _
- research has shown that Alzheimer’s sufferers experience

less 40

-»|Q p.123|[e p. 104 I 15
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Test 1

READING

SECTION 1 Questions 1-14

Read the text below and answer Questions 1-5.

Arriving in Singapore by plane
Baggage claim
You can refer to the flight information television screens on Level Two for the allocation
of your baggage claim belt. Free trolleys are available near all baggage claim belts and
our friendly porters are at your service on request. Should you require their assistance
with carrying luggage, please ask at the Information Desk. You can proceed to the Lost
and Found Counter for advice if you cannot find your baggage or would like to report
damaged baggage.

Customs clearance
Please use the Green Channel for your baggage clearance if you do not have
controlled or prohibited items to declare, or have not exceeded your Duty-Free
Concession. Please use the Red Channel if you have items to declare or are in doubt.

Hotel reservations
You can make these at the Hotel Reservation Counter with a S$10.00 per reservation
deposit, deductible from your hotel bill at the end of your stay. These counters do not
handle the transit hotels. For these, go to the Reception Desk on Level Three.

16
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Reading

Questions 1-5

Which places would you go to in the following situations?

Match each statement with the correct place, A-H.

Write the correct letter, A-H, in boxes 1-5 on your answer sheet.

1 You find after your flight that your suitcase has split.

2 You want to reserve a room at a transit hotel.

3 You are not sure if you have bought too much in the duty-free shop.

4 You are not sure where to collect your luggage after your flight.

5 You need someone to help you with your suitcases.

List of Places

A Information Desk
B Hotel Reservation Counter

C Lost and Found Counter

D Red Channel

E Green Channel

F Level Two

G Reception Desk

H Baggage Claim Belt

17www.AlongEnglish.com
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Test 1

Read the text below and answer Questions 6-10.

Singapore Airport

Goods and Services Tax (GST) relief
A 3% Goods and Services Tax (GST) is levied on the sale of all goods imported into
Singapore. If you are a visitor, returning citizen or permanent resident of Singapore, you
may be granted GST relief under certain conditions.

Tax-free shopping
As a tourist or visitor, you can apply for a refund at Customs of the 3% GST on goods
purchased during your stay in Singapore, provided you:
• shop at stores with the ‘Tax Free Shopping’ logo
• spend a minimum amount of S$100 at any one shop, and at least S$300 in total
• obtain a Global Refund Cheque from the place of purchase.

When collecting your refund you have several choices- cash, bank cheque, or Changi
Airport Shopping Voucher, which comes with an additional 10% in value.

Please note that a handling fee will be deducted from the GST amount for the refund
service.

18 www.AlongEnglish.com
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Reading

Questions 6-10

Do the following statements agree with the information given in the text on page 18?

In boxes 6-10 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

6 Everyone is obliged to pay 3% tax on goods they bring into Singapore.

7 You can only reclaim tax on purchases made in certain shops.

8 If you have spent a total of S$150 on your purchases, you can get a tax refund.

9 You have to reclaim your tax within a certain amount of time.

10 You will be charged a certain amount for administration when you get the tax back.
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Test 1

Read the text below and answer Questions 11-14.

Singapore Guide

A walk around the Orchard Road district
The route begins just opposite the Orchard MRT station at the Singapore Marriott
Hotel. This eye-catching landmark has a distinctive Chinese-styled green roof and
red pillars.
In 1958 a former lace-pedlar, C. K. Tang, foresaw that the area could become a bustling
shopping centre, since residents in the neighbouring Tanglin district had to pass en
route to work at the commercial centre, Raffles Place. So with roof tiles brought in
from his hometown in the Swatow province of China, Tang built a department store
on what was then a cheap, isolated plot of land. The plot faced a cemetery, which
is considered a bad omen in Chinese culture. His foresight paid off. Today, Tangs is
one of Singapore's most prominent and recognised home-grown department stores,
proudly showcasing local fashion and household products. Even when the original
building was torn down in 1982 to give way to the present superstore and skyscraper
hotel, it retained its unique Chinese architecture.
From the foyer at Tangs, turn left to Lucky Plaza. One of the oldest along Orchard
Road, this mall is a perennial favourite with shoppers. Be amazed by the staggering
array of cosmetics, jewellery, leather goods and hi-fi equipment. Prices, though, are not
always fixed, so bring along a good set of bargaining skills.
Coming out of Lucky Plaza, continue along Orchard Road and enter the Paragon
Shopping Centre. Apart from a wide range of shops and restaurants, there is also
a Singapore Airlines Service Centre to facilitate bookings and offer information to
tourists. Also available are a number of computer terminals for self-booking. Check
out the life-sized sculptures by a well-known Taiwanese sculptor, Sun Yu-li, outside the
shopping centre. These were inspired by depictions of life in rock paintings dating
back 20,000 years ago in Inner Mongolia.
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